The various questions which are connected with the characters and sources of the diseases commonly regarded as peculiar to tropical climates, can no longer be looked upon by the British pathologist with the indifference with which they have been hitherto much too commonly regarded. That a philosophical survey of them will add much to our The inhabitants of most of the maritime localities in the Bights are fully acquainted with the importance of these views, and treat the remittent and other fevers to which they are subject by endeavouring to excite a long-continued and copious exudation of sweat from the cuticular pores, by the aid of heated sand-baths, ab-[Jan.
with two diseases, of which one, probably both, are of foreign introduction. Thus of the Warree people, Dr. Daniell remarks :
" Syphilis is perhaps the most frequent and fatal of those maladies to which the male inhabitants are liable, and predominates more among them than among the females. Many are cut off very early in life from want of the necessary remedial applications, and it is not uncommon to meet with cases which have continued during nearly two thirds of the patient's existence. The worst forms of syphilitic disease which have come under my notice have been the foul and malignant phagedenic ulcers that indiscriminately attack both sexes. Gonorrhoea virulenta, nodes, cutaneous eruptions, and, indeed, all the sequela; of syphilis in multiform varieties, arc extremely prevalent, and not unfrequently resist the most energetic and judicious treatment of the European surgeon." (pp. 43-4.) And further on we find that,? " Variola occasionally occurs after long periods, when it assumes an epidemic character, invariably sweeping ofF two thirds of the inhabitants of those villages exposed to its pestilential visitations. Several years since, variola of a peculiar malignant type broke out in Soudan, and passed from thence into the neighbouring kingdoms of Haussa and Benin, and so fearful were the ravages committed in its progress, that the majority of the Warree towns narrowly escaped depopulation.
Among the native tribes that inhabit the maritime ?regions of equinoctial Africa, there is, perhaps, no class of diseases that creates more terror or dread than the prevalence of these variolous epidemics. As but comparatively few negroes escape with life, when once attacked by epidemic smallpox, this circumstance may satisfactorily explain why so few are pitted with its characteristic marks, and also account for the custom that prevails, in some countries, of swearing by this malady, ?an oath which, from its dire import, is held inviolate. The other exanthemata but rarely, if ever, appear." (pp. 48-9.) Now it seems to us to be a fact of no mean pathological importance, that whilst Europeans are so much more liable than the Negro races to suffer from the miasmatic poison of the African river-swamps, the Negroes (and we believe this is true also of other nations receiving the above diseases for the first time from European sources) should "Towards the close of the month of June, 1811, a large ship, to which I was then attached, having a complement of forty white men, passed from the Old Callebar river to Fernando Po to procure the necessary supplies of fresh water and provisions prior to the homeward voyage. During the period of seven months, in which the crew were engaged in loading the vessel at the usual anchorage of the town, they suffered but slightly from the endemic diseases of the place. Some weeks, however, previous to their departure, in consequence of the temporary roof which protected the vessel having been removed, the sailors were exposed to the heavy rains, particularly for the few days they were occupied in navigating the vessel over the different bars of the river; all, however, were in the enjoyment of good health when they entered the port of Clarence. Forty-eight hours had barely elapsed from their arrival, when several of the men began to complain of the premonitory symptoms of fever, and before a week had passed over, the majority were prostrated by severe remittents, from which many were with difficulty recovered. It will be manifest that in these cases the exposure to the rains, previously to their arrival in Fernando Po, were the predisposing sources, while the transition from a humid and sultry atmosphere, to a climate with a temperature comparatively low, were the real exciting causes of the disease." (pp. 157-8.) We should like further evidence, however, that this is the real explanation of the case and others resembling it, since it appears to us that the assumption has been rather too hastily made by Dr 
